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English    History 

     Guy Fawkes Day 

 

1.  Answer following questions: 

 

a. Who was Guy Fawkes? 

b. Do you think he was a hero or a villain? 

c. What country celebrates Guy Fawkes Day? 

d. How would you imagine, this day is celebrated? 

 

2.  Useful vocabulary. Match the words in the box with the correct definition 

 underneath. 

 

 

 

a. an explosive existing of a powdered mixture 

b. murder as a punishment for a crime 

c. to purposely inflict severe pain on someone 

d. a person involved in a secret plot 

e. a large open-air fire 

f. a likeness or model of a person 

g. group of representatives for a nation that makes decisions 

h. the sudden or secretly plotted murder of someone 

 

      

 

 

conspirator parliament torture  assassination 

execution effigy  bonfire gunpowder 
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3.  Guy Fawkes Day 

 

November 5th is Guy Fawkes Day in the UK. Guy Fawkes is a well known figure from 

British history. He was a British conspirator involved in the 1605 Gunpowder Plot. 

Along with twelve other young Catholic men, Fawkes planned to blow up Parliament 

and with that kill the Protestant King James I. 

 

Unfortunately for Fawkes, the conspiracy was discovered by King James. An 

anonymous letter warning Catholics of the plot to blow up Parliament was passed 

onto King James, and a search of the basement was ordered.  

On November 5th, Guy Fawkes was caught in the cellar beneath the House of Lords. 

He was guarding over 36 barrels of gunpowder. Fawkes was questioned, tortured and 

sentenced to death for his role in the failed assassination attempt. In January 1606, 

Fawkes jumped to his death at his public execution. 

 

Guy Fawkes Night is sometimes referred to as Bonfire Night. Each year on the 

anniversary of the failed Gunpowder Plot, the British people light bonfires to 

celebrate that King James’ life was spared. Fireworks light up the sky and people burn 

effigies of Guy Fawkes. 

 

 

4.  Comprehension questions: 

 

a. Who was Guy Fawkes? 

b. What was the religious difference between King James I and Guy 

Fawkes? 

c. What was Guy Fawkes caught doing on November 5th? 

d. Where was he hiding? 

e. How did Guy Fawkes die? 

f. What do the people in Britain do to celebrate Guy Fawkes Day? 

g. What is this celebration also called? 

h. Can you think of a similar celebration in your country? Tell us about it. 

  


